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DANIELLE FISHMAN

Lnner

Speech Pathologist

When I was about two years old, my mom formed a
playgroup with four other children in the neighborhood.
This playgroup continued throughout my childhood years,

and I remain friends with these four people today:.

One of my playmates, Robbie, was different. At age three,

he was diagnosed with Pervasive Developmental Disorder

(PDD), a form of autism. We continued to play together,
completely unaware of the ditferences that were slowly

becoming more evident. When the ditferences became

more pronounced, though, it didn’t change the friendly
dynamic of the group.

“/Le/ (n ll/tode /ed:s orfunafe...”
PG

We never openly discussed Robbie. We knew some of his
behaviors were peculiar, but chose to overlook this fact.
We never made a distinction because he was our friend.

[ leave for college in about six months and am interested

in studying Speech Pathology, with particular emphasis in

Danielle Fishman
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helping those less fortunate than me, like Robbie. In this

way, my education will help me cultivate prosperity in my

neighborhood.

“cu/lliuafe /orossloem'll% (n
my neig/zéor/woa/...

Specifically, I would be interested in helping young
children with speech impediments and/or tamilies who
might not be able to atford the services of a Speech
Pathologist. For example, I could schedule visits with
schools 1n poor neighborhoods and help students with

speech problems. Knowing I might make a difference

would be very worthwhile and gratifying. My knowledge

of Speech Pathology will not limit itself to just the

classroom. I look forward to using this knowledge outside

the classroom to benefit those kids most deserving of these

services.
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$5,000 Sclzo/am/d/a Lnner
MICHELLE BRUNO

Speech Therapist

In mid February, Mrs. P called my Dad crying. In mid May, Mrs. P called my Dad crying; this time tears
Even though Mr. and Mrs. P sent their youngest son, of happiness. Mrs. P had just left a conference where she
Colin, to a specialized school to help him tackle his was informed that if Colin attended summer school he
speech and learning disabilities; he would have to repeat would be prepared for first grade.

kindergarten. Their hopes were demolished with the

devastating news that he was failing.

66
j/u'zj exloerience...
29

[ was shocked to learn that the loving, energetic child . . 6[
, ‘that the fov , tnspired me.
was having such trouble. I immediately called Mrs. P
and offered to help Colin with his school work. During the first month of working with Colin we worked
y together through every problem, referring back to the
jA / t L directions after one or two problems. The last few weeks
e tastl few weeks we | > problems. Zhe fast’
we worked together I noticed an incredible difference.
wo I/'LQJ tO ge tAQ p \9 no ti CQJ an Colin would ask me to read the directions with him once,
/ ’9 and then he asked me to sit on the couch, not near the
LI/LCI/'QJLA e JL//@I/’QI/LCQ . table so he could surprise me with his finished product.
He had homework of a typical kindergartner as well This experience has inspired me to become a Speech
as homework geared toward his speech problems. Therapist. I would be honored if you chose to help me to
We practiced that when making a “P” sound both lips do so.

touch, and the bottom lip curls under shightly when

making an “R” sound.

Michelle Bruno
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$5,000 Sclzo/am/d/a Lnner
ASHLEY M. BENZ

Occupational Therapist

Finally, Thomas Godsworth 1s able to tie his shoes all by therapist to visit him at school once a week. It was under

himself! Simple tasks, such as the latter, that most children  this direction that Thomas had been able to take his first

can accomplish at age of six, 1s a challenge for Thomas. step 1n the direction of independence.

Ten year old Thomas now can get ready in the morning

without the help of his mother. He can brush his teeth, “W // J . . //
: % CcO ege e l/tCOLfLOI/L wiit...

button his shirts and tie his shoes. Many would call this
delayed learning; however, his family calls it a milestone. s L' 4 t L. n m % overd / / J rean
”9
i‘# é , /L o/ /Le/?oing oll/Lem.
O/OQ or a I/’Lg fel/’ l/ltl/llf'e
4 f ar t 5 Wi t /L t A o % OUN g o4 f Hope for a brighter future starts with tjae youngest ,‘
’9 generation. As an aspiring occupational therapist, I feel
gelflel/‘af Lon. that it 1s every child’s right to grow and become the best
tj_ley can be, for they are the next generation to prosper n
When Mrs. Godsworth gave birth to her son, she knew the community. My college education will not only help me
something was not right. The doctors diagnosed her son reach my career but assist in my overall dream of helping

with cerebral palsy, and advised parental assistance during  others such as young Thomas.

his life. As a mother, she agreed, as it was her instinct to

care for his sick son. However, as Thomas grew up and

saw his friends do these everyday activities, he wanted

independence from his mother. However he was not able

to do 1t alone. His mother signed up for an occupationa:L
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Special Recognition Award
in Memory of Emily Jane D’Ancona

$5,000 SCAO/aVAAip Lnner
MEGAN L. ERRERA

Teacher

The strength, prosperity and continuity of any successful [ plan to pursue a career in education. Once I accomplish
community 1s dependent upon the strength and successes this objective, I will be 1n a position to facilitate the

of each of its individual members. The “elders” of the continual renewal process for our community. If education
community provide for the present day direction and 1s indeed the cornerstone of a successtul society, as a
targeted goals. However, in order to sustain any and all teacher, I will be helping to cement that stone 1n place.

successes achieved, the youth of our neighborhoods need

. , ¢
to be prepared when the time comes for them to assume /L / A A A /L 0
e /0 Of ers f I/’Oug lleac Llflg

the responsibility of leadership and custodianship of their

hometowns. lo /oadzs ll/Le llom:/t lo f/Le

66
ea[ucafion LS f/ze cornerstone... next genelf'ahon...

30 our net /lé or /LOOO[A / can / However, before that can occur, I myseltf must continue

29
remain Uiaé e, Ul f&t / OLI/LJ fA rLULN g. with my education. In order for me to help my community

by helping others through teaching, I must obtain a

How do we prepare our youth for the challenges and college degree. The certification provided with a degree
responsibilities that lie ahead so our neighborhoods will enable me to pass the torch to the next generation.
remain viable, vital and thriving? My belief 1s that It 1s education begetting education. Done consistently,
education 1s the cornerstone for this process. opportunities and successes will abound.

Megan L. Errera
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